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grounded in the living word chapter 01
how we are to build community

read

Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind:
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
Gird up your loins like a man,
    I will question you, and you shall declare to me.

“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
    Tell me, if you have understanding.
Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
    Or who stretched the line upon it?
On what were its bases sunk,
    or who laid its cornerstone
when the morning stars sang together
    and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?

“Have you entered into the springs of the sea,
    or walked in the recesses of the deep?
Have the gates of death been revealed to you,
    or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?
Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?
    Declare, if you know all this.

“Where is the way to the dwelling of light,
    and where is the place of darkness,
that you may take it to its territory
    and that you may discern the paths to its home?
Surely you know, for you were born then,
    and the number of your days is great!”

Then Job answered the Lord:
“I know that you can do all things,
    and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,
    things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.
‘Hear, and I will speak;
    I will question you, and you declare to me.’
I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,



    but now my eye sees you;
therefore I despise myself,
    and repent in dust and ashes.”
(Job 38.1-7, 16-21, 42.1-6)

share

We begin by considering the ways we encounter and understand God and ourselves 
through scripture. Some questions to ponder:

—What do we learn about God in this text? about ourselves?
—How does this text speak to us in our particular time and culture?
—How is the Bible a Living Word for you? (Hopkins and Koppel 7)

Hopkins and Koppel remind us that, in the process of reading and exploring God’s word, 
whether individually or corporately: 

—The process will be messy, even somewhat chaotic
—We will uncover many layers of experience, both our own and those of others
—We will engage in a communal experience (Hopkins and Koppel 8)

As we engage God’s word, we also begin to uncover and understand our own story. 
Some questions to ponder:

—What story do you like to tell about yourself?
—What story about yourself do you tend to cover up? Why? 
—On a scale of one to ten, are you more comfortable with excavating the human text 
(10) or the biblical text (1)? Why? (Hopkins and Koppel 10, 11)

As we embark upon the journey of sharing our stories in community, we also begin the 
process of becoming whole. Consider this from Hopkins and Koppel:

Sharing our stories around biblical texts in groups provides a window as well as a 
mirror as we grow in faith. A group serves as a window, and the window lets in 
more light with the presence of theological, gender, ideological, economic, and 
ethnic diversity. A group functions as a window as we can begin to see the world 
and our faith through diverse perspectives. It’s like wearing many different pairs 
of glasses. To view the group as a window into the world is to appreciate the 
existence of many faith-filled perspectives. The church at its best nurtures and 
encourages these different “theological worlds.” A group serves also as a mirror. 
We begin to see reflections of ourselves in submerged, subjugated, or dominant 
story strands of others. As we listen and share in groups, we might come to see 
ourselves more clearly as a whole and yet fragile creatures with both strengths 
and weaknesses. (Hopkins and Koppel 16-17)



In the process of hearing from one another, we begin the process of healing as a 
community, and then heeding the call of God both individually and corporately. (Hopkins 
and Koppel 17) 

To support this work each week, to encounter God’s word in a group setting, we need to 
follow a biblical interpretation Road Map developed by Frederick Tiffany and Sharon 
Ringe, as follows:

—Begin the journey at home. 
What is our social location of ourselves and our community? 

—Encounter the biblical text. 
What feelings and reactions does the passage evoke? What parts slow us down?

—Read the biblical text closely. 
What literary features, structure, and differences in text translations occur?

—Read the biblical text contextually. 
What is the literary and social context of the passage?

—Engage the biblical text, other readers, and our communities. 
How may we share in community the ways the passage speaks to each of us? What 
might we learn when we do so? (Hopkins and Koppel 18-19) 

Based upon the Road Map, some questions to ponder:

—What surprises or challenges you about the Road Map?
—How does the Road Map shape or shift your interpretation of the Bible?
—With what biblical character do you most identify? Why? How might this Road Map 
give you a different angle of vision on this character? (Hopkins and Koppel 20)

meditate

As we embark upon this individual and collective journey, we are not alone. Our loving 
God, the Creator of the cosmos, is with us, every step of the way, even as God is 
behind us, in our memories, and ahead of us, in our dreams. When our remembrances 
are tender in their joy or pain, when our hopes are tentative in their fear of being 
dashed, let us hold fast to God’s hand as we hold fast to each other. For we are called 
and created to be in relationship—both with Jesus, and with each other.

pray

God of All Connections, you write us into existence and co-author all stories. We study 
and pray together aware of your holy authorship throughout many generations. Gather 
us into respectful and sensitive community, eager to excavate the many layers of our 



stories and the biblical stories. Prompt us to ask curious questions of the texts and of 
one another. Open us gently to mystery of the unknown when we become fearful of 
stories we hear and defensive of stories we need to tell. Cultivate in us an urgent 
expectancy as we dig deeply into your Word and into the stories of our lives. Give us 
the courage to hold one another in love as we encounter differences of opinion and 
impasses of understanding, and spark us to dance with delight as we stumble upon 
nuggets of pure gold. Amen. (Hopkins and Koppel 27)

based upon and adapted from Grounded in the Living Word: The Old Testament and Pastoral Care 
Practices by Denise Dombkowski Hopkins and Michael S. Koppel (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 2010)


