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Brunswick Presbyterian Church

Advent Devotional 2020

Jesse's Tree

For outlandish creatures like us, on our way to a heart, a brain, and courage, 
Bethlehem is not the end of our journey but only the beginning—

not home but the place through which we must pass if ever we are to reach home at last.Frederick Buechner



sunday
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The 
Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit 
of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge 
and fear of the LORD.

“Are we there yet?" At some point each of us has 
asked that question. Most often the question is 
asked by a small child, about ten minutes into a 
six-hour car trip. However, we all ask it at some 
point in one form or another. Is it Friday yet? Is it 
summer vacation yet? Are we done paying off that 
debt yet? Have I finished this cancer treatment 
yet? Is Covid isolation over yet? Let's get there 
already. This is taking so long.

Isaiah apparently lived 700 years before the birth 
of Jesus and he promised the world a savior. I 
imagine the kids of his time asking, “Are we there 
yet?” At some point in time someone will come 
and the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon him. He 
will be full of wisdom and counsel and might and 
knowledge of the Lord. Now there is something 
to look forward to! So perhaps the kids asked  
“Are we there yet?” and the parents answered, 
as parents do, “Not yet, we will be there soon.” 
I imagine the great, great grandkids asking, 
“Remember what Isaiah said, about getting to a 
time when a Savior will come? Are we there YET?” 
and the parents replying, near the end of their 
own hope, “Not yet, we will be there soon.” 

Advent is a season of expectation, not of just 
waiting. We are longing for something. We ask, 
“Are we there yet?” because “there” is some 
place we really want to get to! Ancient people 
longed and expected for at least 700 years. We 
set aside just four little weeks, but we still wait, 
and we plan and we think about what is to come. 
We are awaiting joy. We are awaiting fulfillment. 
We are expecting Jesus and we already know 
we will find Him! We pray, “Are we there yet?” 
And I hear our heavenly father whisper, “Not yet, 
but start preparing, dear child. We will be there, 
soon.” 
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What do you see when you look in the mirror, unruly or grey hair, freckles, wrinkles that weren’t 
there yesterday? What do you see when you look out your window or as you drive along in the car?  
Maybe it’s just the pile of leaves that need to be raked, the mole holes in the beautiful green lawn, 
or the trash along the side of the road. How about when you look at the person who stepped in front 
of you in line at the market or the child riding her bike in the road in front of your car? Do you see 
irritations that are intruding into your day?  

Let’s take a step back. The first chapter of the book of Genesis is this amazing unfolding of the first 
glimpse into the nature of God. In his goodness and creativity, he brings forth a world filled with 
all manner of good things: the heaven and the earth, light and darkness, the sea and dry land, the 
moon, and stars. With all his might and power God fills the sky with the sun, the moon and stars.  
Greater and greater still he grows his amazing world. He fills it with vegetation and all kinds to living 
beings. 

Here at the end of the chapter we read of his crowning glory. God creates human beings in his own 
image, to reflect the very nature of God himself. He blesses them and gives them the command to 
“take charge.” 

Take a closer look next time you see your reflection in the mirror. See beyond the annoyances as you 
view the world around you. Look deeply into the eyes of the people in your path. 

Creator and creative God let you light shine so brightly in my life today that I might not miss 
even one of your wonders all around me. Help me be fully present, today, as I move through 
my day, being surrounded by your every present Love. 
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tuesday

This passage seemingly has no hope; the story has deception, temptation, and blame. It is a story 
that begins with deception. The serpent tells the woman, “You will not certainly die, for God knows 
that when you eat from [the tree of knowledge] your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” The serpent deceived the woman, convincing her that she would not die. 
The woman may have assumed death would be physical. The woman then gave into the temptation 
to eat from the tree of knowledge; while no physical death occurred, it was the spiritual death that 
separated man from God on this earth.

“…they realized they were naked...”(Genesis 3.7). They realized that they were no longer clothed 
in God’s righteousness and perfection, their sin was exposed to the rest of the now broken 
world. The man and the woman tried to cover themselves but still hid when asked “Where are 
you?”(Genesis 3.9) knowing their fig leaves did not measure up to God’s righteousness that 
previously clothed them. After God confronts the man and the woman He continues by cursing 
the serpent, the woman and the man. These curses feel like a logistical part of the Bible, almost a 
checklist needed to be included. But one phrase gives way to the greatest ending of the best love 
story ever written. 

God begins by cursing the serpent, banishing it to “…crawl on his belly…”and putting “enmity 
between you and the woman and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head and 
you strike his heel” (Genesis 3.14). To the woman God makes “…pains in childbearing…your desire 
will be for your husband, and he will rule over you”(Genesis 3.15). And to the man, God curses the 
ground, “By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food…”(Genesis 3.19). 

Did you catch it? Did you catch the glimmer in the curse? God says to the serpent “…he will 
crush your head and you strike his heel….” God tells evil that the battle is between Satan and the 
offspring of the woman, a foreshadowing to Eve’s lineage. Satan will strike the heel of Jesus, will 
think he has won, but God will crush the head of Satan and He will in fact, rise three days later.  

God’s plan was not shattered by the fall; He was ready to show Satan his plan of salvation. If God 
was ready to announce his plan of salvation after Satan pulled his best trick, imagine the plan that 
we are promised. A plan of life everlasting with Him, the plan from the beginning.
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Maddie Hoyt

Let us pray that we hold fast to the perfect plan of life everlasting with God in heaven. Let 
us know that God did not bring shame, lust, blame and corruption but it was evil. Let us 
remember in this season of life, that joy and love always win. That they have won since the 
beginning. Let us know that God has a plan greater and more loving than we could dream up 
in our mortal minds. Let us be obedient of God knowing that obedience marked life before the 
fall. 



God created heaven and earth and all in it and it was good. As people multiplied on the earth their 
wickedness grew as well. God saw the wickedness and regretted creating the human race, except 
Noah, who had found favor in God's eyes. God had made a covenant with Noah, a man who “did 
everything God instructed him to do” (Genesis 6.22). Noah built an ark, filled it with his family and 
a male and female of every creature, and the rains came. The earth flooded, and creatures were 
no more, except what was on the ark. God remembered Noah and all the wild animals, the waters 
receded till they could leave the ark. Then God said to Noah and family, I establish my covenant 
with you now, never again will I flood the all of creation and destroy the earth. And the sign of the 
covenant between God and all of creation is a rainbow set in the clouds.  

A covenant between God and creation, one we can see, even now. “Covenant,” an agreement 
which brings about a relationship of commitment between God and his people, a binding promise. 
I am reminded of his promises: God will never leave me or forsake me (Deuteronomy 31.6-8). He is 
always with me, to the end of the ages (Matthew 28.20). And then God sends His one and only son 
Jesus, to us. God’s promise of a Savior and Jesus is born.

Advent 2020 4
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wednesdayDecember 2
Genesis 6.5-8, 7.11-17, 8.1-3, 9.8-13

Heavenly Father, thank you for 
your promises. I pray we are brave 
enough to listen to you, that we will 
be like Noah, to do everything you 
instruct us to do. We pray for your 
favor, and on our loved ones. We 
are so grateful for the promise of 
your Son, Jesus. Amen. 

Pam Hoyt

Noah
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thursdayDecember 3
Genesis 12.1-7

Pastor Kim Jackson

This is one of my favorite call stories in the Bible. 
Just before these verses, in chapter 11, Abram 
is introduced this way: “When Terah had lived 
seventy years, he became the father of Abram, 
Nahor, and Haran” (Genesis 11.26). Terah’s lineage 
is delineated, and we learn Abram took Sarai as his 
wife; she was barren. Then we learn that Terah took 
Abram, Sarai, and his grandson, Lot son of Haran, 
from Ur to Haran. And then Terah died (Genesis 
11.27-32). 

Time passes: soon Abram is 75. His face is lined 
with wrinkles; he is no longer a young man. The 
very next words we read are these: “Now the Lord 
said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that 
I will show you’” (Genesis 12.1). Out of the blue, 
without any introduction, God appears to Abram; 
he has no idea whatsoever who the Lord is. God 
continues: “‘I will make of you a great nation, and 
I will bless you, and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless 
you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed’” 
(Genesis 12.2-3).

Listening to God, Abram might have thought 
something like this: Who is this guy? Why is he 
telling me all this? How can he make such promises 
when Sarai is unable to have children? Abram 
might have thought all this, but what he does is 
what is truly compelling: “So Abram went, as the 
Lord had told him” (Genesis 12.4a). Collecting 
Sarai and Lot and their entire household, Abram 
went. Without any idea of where they were 
headed, without any sense of how long it would 
take, without knowing how they would survive. 
They loaded up and left everything familiar behind, 
with only a promise to sustain them, with only an 
unknown God to guide them. 

It is the remarkable beginning of a remarkable 
relationship that results in a remarkable lineage of 
his own, whose descendants number greater than 
the stars. And all because this humble man from 
humble origins believed the God of the universe 
and went. No questions asked.

Holy God, we are unfit to be called, to be 
loved, by you. And yet, you call us, you love 
us, you claim us as your children. Thank you 
for the faith of Abraham which continues 
to inspire us. Grant that we may have a 
measure of his courage, his conviction, as 
well. For you are with us. Amen.



Have you ever received something that was promised to you much later than you had expected 
it? Did you laugh when it finally happened? Did you feel ashamed that you gave up hope on the 
promise? Did you experience joy and wonder of the gift long forgotten? 

Did it remind you that God is faithful to his word and promises? Was there a condition that was 
meant to be met before you could receive his promise?

These were the questions running through my mind as I read this passage and tried to put myself in 
Sarah’s shoes (or bare feet?).

I was also struck by the pattern that emerged so relevant to the birth of our Savior. Isaac was a 
foreshadow of the Messiah to come, Jesus Christ.

• Both were specially promised sons.
• Both conceptions were miraculous.
• Both were born after a period of delay.
• Both mothers were given assurance by truth of God’s omnipotence.
• Both were given names rich with meaning before they were born.
• Both births occurred at God’s appointed.
• Both births were accompanied by great joy. 

Jesus, thank you for the reminder that you are the promised one. Each year as we celebrate 
your birth, we are reminded anew that God was and always will be faithful in delivering what 
he has promised. It may not be in our timing or to our satisfaction but there is joy in the wait 
and the assurance that we will receive that gift one day. Amen.

friday
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Isaac
In this story, the Lord tests Abraham by commanding him to sacrifice his son. We know that, in the 
end, the Lord will not make him sacrifice Isaac and so we have an ease to our reading. We are all 
being tested now, living in a country filled with a deadly virus and national unrest. We don’t have the 
comfort of knowing what the end of this crisis will be. We know, however, that God does know the 
end. We can trust Him for the outcome.  

In the same way Abraham prepared to proceed obediently to follow God’s command, our mission 
is to find ways to get through this period in our lives. Providing our neighbors and our friends with 
comfort and love through simple things like writing cards to people for no particular reason, sharing 
a quotation or a book that reflects the hope that we all need, or even just waving and saying, “Good 
morning” as we pass people, are all ways that we can bring a feeling of love to people we know and 
those we don’t know. We are called to love one another while God continues to work out His plan.   

Dear Lord please help me to find ways to bring comfort to family, friends and people that I 
interact with every day. Amen.

saturday
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Jacob had been 
estranged from his twin 
brother Esau for many 
years, having stolen 
his birthright through 
deception. They were 
soon to meet. The night 
before that meeting 
Jacob met "a man" who 
wrestled him. What a 
strange story—a wrestling 
match that lasted all night! 
How does such a story 
shed light on this advent 
season? Note that God 
took the initiative and 
came directly to Jacob, 
in the form of a human 
being. We know Jacob 
was filled with fear and 
anxiety about meeting 
Esau —Esau indeed 
might kill him. This time 
of physical wrestling was 
more than it seemed, 
especially since Jacob was 
more than 90 years old. 
God used the experience, 
including damaging 
Jacob’s hip tendon, to 
draw Jacob to Himself. 
God offers Jacob a 
blessing, giving him a new 
name—Israel. When God 
gives a person a name he 
has selected, something 
marvelous will happen: 
Abram became Abraham, 
Saul became Paul, Simon 
became Peter. And here 
Jacob is given the name 
Israel—meaning "one 
who has struggled with 
God." sundayDecember 6
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Jacob

Genesis 32.22-32

Jacob Wrestling With the Angel | Rembrandt | 1659

Bill Henderson

Sovereign Father, who has worked 
for the good of humankind 
throughout the centuries, we thank 
you for sending your son Jesus to 
earth. We thank you that His name 
gives us life and hope. Most of all, 
we thank you in this advent season, 
that he indeed saves us from our 
sins. AMEN.

The courage from 
this divine encounter 

enabled Jacob to meet 
Esau without fear, and 

to become a father of a 
great nation. 

In our advent season we 
are reminded that names 

matter. While we were 
still in our sins, God took 
the initiative by sending 

his angel to visit a young 
Galilean virgin. Part of 

his message to Mary, and 
one that Joseph, too, will 

receive is this: the baby 
that will be conceived 

in Mary’s womb is to be 
named Jesus. "He will be 

great and will be called 
the Son of the Most 

High." And to Joseph, 
the words: "You are to 

give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his 
people from their sins." 

Surely, names do matter. 
Israel became the father 

of a great nation. And 
Jesus became the savior 

of sinners. Our Jesus, who 
is the hope of our Advent, 

and the giver of life.



Joseph is one of my favorite Old Testament characters. As a boy he was loved by his father and 
hated by his brothers. God gave him a gift that he did not understand in his youth, but came to 
understand as his life unfolded. He had confusing dreams that frustrated his family, but came to 
fruition at last. His brothers hated him and sold him into slavery as a teenager. Through a series of 
events, he became second in power to the Pharaoh of Egypt and preserved the life of his family by 
providing food for them in a famine. When his brothers realized who he was, they were terrified, 
fearing for their lives. Joseph then spoke words that echo through the Scriptures when he told them 
not to be afraid, for ”what men meant for evil, God meant for good.”

I think of that verse often. We don’t always understand the happenings of our lives, but we can be 
sure that God does and can use them for our benefit. As our lives unfold, we can see His hand at 
work—guiding us, encouraging us, maturing us. As we meditate on God’s Word and let His truth 
guide us we can see victory where there was distress, and joy as God’s Spirit fills our lives.

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for your presence in our lives, for our daily blessings 
and guidance. Help us to enrich ourselves in Your Word and be a blessing to others. In Jesus 
Name, Amen.

Advent 2020 9
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Joseph Recognized By His Brothers | Léon Pierre Urbain Bourgeois | 1863
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Genesis 37, 50.15-21

Joseph
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I can’t remember the number of times 
I reminded my kids to wash their hands 
before dinner. Will they ever remember to 
put their lunchboxes on the counter near 
the sink? How many times did you tell a 
co-worker the time and date of the 
upcoming meeting with the  boss or the 
deadline for the project at hand? More 
often these days, I hear myself say, “I know 
you told me that already but could you 
remind me of...please?” We forget. We 
get busy. We think of other things. We lose 
track and the important things get pushed 
to the rear.  

Moses is recounting to the people of Israel 
the very foundation of the covenant that 
God made with his people. The people are 
hearing again of the Love and passion that 
God has for them. They are reminded that 
God has made a covenant (a promise) with 
them, an agreement to love and care for 
them as they have promised to love and 
obey him.  

Unwashed hands or scattered lunchboxes 
seem world shattering at the moment 
of frustration. Love of a parent for a 
child supersedes all. Calamity, confusion, 
chaos in our world feels unstoppable. 
Commitment to quality and diligence 
moves us forward.  

How often do you remind yourself or 
those around you of the extreme love 
God has for you? How often do you take a 
moment to renew in your heart the deep-
down love that is always present but too 
often gets pushed behind all that is going 
on? Remember...the moments, the days, 
the years that God has met you with His 
abundant Love.

I am distracted, God, by the rumblings 
in my world. I forget the foundation of 
my life. Forgive me. My whole being, my 
world, our world, all that is, has come 
from you so that you can share your 
Love with us. Keep me ever mindful of 
your commitment to me and my desired 
response to you. Amen.  Mary Ann Jones
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The story of Ruth is a story of upheaval 
and change. A story of commitment 
and determination. Ruth’s mother-
in-law, after her husband and Ruth’s 
husband had died, begged Ruth to 
return to her own people as she had 
no more sons to give to Ruth. 
 
Ruth’s response, often quoted from 
verse 16: “Where you go, I will 
go. Where you lodge, I will lodge. 
Your people will be my people and 
your God my God.” Commitment, 
Determination, Faithfulness. 
 
The two women, now without 
husbands to provide for them, journey 
to Bethlehem together. Naomi told 
the townspeople to call her "Mara," 
which means bitter, saying that the 
Almighty had dealt bitterly with her. 

And yet, a divine appointment 
awaited Ruth. It was then the 
beginning of the barley harvest. Ruth 
asked that she might go into the field 
and glean among the ears of grain. 
And glean she did in the field of 
Boaz, a rich kinsman of Naomi’s late 
husband! 

Ruth

Dear Lord, how often we see no 
hope in sight. And yet, You are 
there with us, guiding our steps in
the direction you desire us to go. 
You were there with Naomi. You 
were there with Ruth. Open our
eyes that we might see You Lord, 
Emmanuel, which means, “God is 
with us.” Amen. 
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Meeting of Ruth and Boaz | Marc Chagall | 1960

Donna Britton



thursdayDecember 10

On every family tree you can find lemons if 
you search. Some might be hidden away, like 
my grandfather’s first wife. Others hang out in 
fairly plain sight, like Jesus’ ancestress Rahab—
assuming the woman of Matthew 1.5 is that also 
of Joshua 2 and of Hebrews 11.

Rahab (her name can mean “broad,” “turbulent,” 
“arrogant,” or possibly “raging”) lived in Jericho 
when that city stood as the foremost obstacle 
to Israel’s conquest. She practiced the world’s 
"oldest profession:" suggesting she was probably 
a widow or single mom, driven by economic 
need. Male guests were known to frequent her 
house. One day, a pair of them happened to be 
Hebrew spies. They promised immunity to Rahab 
and her kin if and when their army scored in 
triumph. Trusting these foreigners and the might 
of their God, she turned against neighbors and 
the gods she’d always known. Rahab’s actions 
were risky—read about them for yourself—but in 
the end her faith was well-placed.

According to Joshua 6.25, Rahab “lives among 
the Israelites to this day.” Sounds like her family 
became resident aliens…except that Matthew 
goes on to say she bore a son named Boaz, who 
became the father of Obed, grandfather of Jesse, 
and great-grandfather of King David! Hence, her 
place among the family of Jesus—though it was 
rather unusual to list female names at all.  

Hardly the last time that faithful foreigners would 
bless and be commingled among people of God.

Help me, dear Lord, to recognize this day your 
presence and operation among persons I don’t 
prefer. Thank you for grace that is so amazing 
as to bind us all sinners beneath the cross of 
Christ.

Advent 2020 12
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Landscape with Samuel Anointing David | Claude Lorrain | c. 1643

fridayDecember 11
1 Samuel 16.1-13

Samuel is on a mission from God. The elders of Bethlehem have no idea what has brought him. They 
just know this prophet of the Lord, this one who anointed Saul to be king, is in town. They wonder 
why. So they ask: do you come in peace? This new epoch of kings, which had begun so promisingly 
has turned, quickly, into a matter of concern. So, they ask: are you here to cause trouble?

Samuel says, basically, fear not. I come peaceably. Let us go and sanctify ourselves, for we have 
holy business before us. A sacred moment in Israel’s history when a new king is to be named; the 
second in this recent experiment of royal leadership. The one only God would select: the youngest, 
the smallest, the least experienced son born to Jesse. Yet, the one whose courage is tested, whose 
fidelity is measured, whose compassion is true. Who will be a man after God’s own heart. 

Until that day, far off into the distance, when perfection eludes him, when sin beckons him, when his 
mind abandons him. When David makes choices that lead him further and further from God’s intent 
for his life. That day is ahead of David. But, today, today is the day David is chosen, and anointed, 
and asked to lead God’s people. The day when he begins a new chapter, a new life, which will, one 
day lead to the everlasting King, the Prince of Peace, the Son born to God. 

Born from the lineage of David. Pastor Kim Jackson

Samuel
&David

Holy God, thank you for a new beginning. Thank you for your profound redeeming. Thank you 
for inviting us to be part of your story, your work, your love, your peace. We are unworthy, 
yet you restore us to a place of honor. We are so grateful. Amen.
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King David was the most significant of 
all Jesus’ ancestors in the family tree 
because of God’s promise to David: “Your 
house and your kingdom will endure 
forever before me…” (2 Samuel 7.11-16).

Jews have always called Messiah “the 
Son of David.” Not only must he be 
descended from David, he must finally 
establish God’s kingdom on earth, and 
rule in perpetuity.

Yet like all biblical heroes, David was 
hardly a choir boy. For sure, he came 
close at times—composing numerous 
psalms—but other times he messed up.  
See 2 Samuel 11. Highlights from his 
resume:

• Youngest son of Jesse, assigned to tend 
sheep while his brothers went off to war. 

• Victor over the Philistine giant, savior of 
Israel’s army. 

• Skilled with the harp as well as the 
slingshot. 

• Lived as outlaw while persecuted by the 
king (his father-in-law). 

• Conqueror of Jerusalem. Brought home 
the Ark of the Covenant. 

• Mocked by his wife for celebrating in 
public without clothes. 

• Extended Israel’s borders to their 
maximum historical extent. 

• Survived a rebellion led by one of his 
sons. 

• Forced by God to choose his own 
punishment, after conducting a census.

At the end of the day, he’s the “man 
after God’s own heart.” Lived life to the 
fullest, for better and/or worse. Never 
greater, though, than in times of humble 
confession. He knew from experience:  
“A broken and contrite heart, O God, you 
will not despise” (Psalm 51.17).

saturdayDecember 12
2 Samuel 5.1-5

Create in me clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me. Cast 
me not away from your presence, nor 
take your Holy Spirit from me.  

Pastor Ted Wright
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1 Kings 6
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As we read 1 Kings 6, we can just imagine the beautiful temple that Solomon was constructing to 
the glory of God—only the most precious building materials—stone quarried from the hill country, 
cedar wood harvested from Lebanon, cypress wood elaborately carved with gourds and flowers and 
furnished with carvings of cherubims. This was all covered in gold. Only the best for his God.

Isn’t this also our mission? Not to build an elaborate brick and mortar building, but to build a life 
personally and within our church community that reflects, honors, glorifies, and points the world to 
the One whose birth we anticipate every Advent. The One who came to us as a vulnerable human 
baby, who grew to awaken us to the living God who walks beside us every step of our life journey 
and blesses us with life abundant. Thanks be to God.

Dear Jesus, as we again commemorate the anniversary of your birth, help us to avoid being 
caught up in all the trappings surrounding this season, and help us to keep focused on you and
our mission—to point the world to You, in love. Amen. Susan Lascari
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monday
December 14

Isaiah 9.2-7

Darkness is something that we’re 
very familiar with today. In a literal 
sense, the coming of winter brings 

shorter, darker days. Another source 
of darkness comes from society’s 

troubles. Things like politics, family 
drama, and social injustices (which 

come in many forms) drain our 
hope and make life feel bleak. 

Isaiah was familiar with darkness 
too. As a prophet during one of the 
most tumultuous periods of time in 
Judah’s history, his job was to bring 
messages from God to the earthly 

government to warn them and 
proclaim God’s judgment. But Isaiah 
also declared the greatest hope that 
mankind will ever have: a child born 

into our world that will ultimately 
establish eternal peace, justice, and 

righteousness.

In times like these, it’s important 
to remember that the darkness 

shading our vision is only temporary. 
God has shown us the brightest 

light imaginable, lifted the burdens 
from our backs, and given us a 

reason to rejoice regardless of our 
circumstances.  

Father God, as we continue to 
live our daily lives, I pray that we 
will be made aware of every time 

that darkness steals a place in 
our hearts. Give us the strength 
and the courage to fight against 
that darkness with the light that 

the hope of Jesus has instilled 
in us. You are our Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace, and we love you. Amen.

Lydia Ware
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The usual thoughts in our minds and hearts during the Advent–Christmas 
season include the words: Expectation...Giving...Excitement...Promise...
Fulfillment...among others. 

In today’s scripture from 1 Kings there are none of those words, except 
the reference that our God specializes in feeding the hungry and raising 
the dead. In the narrative we find Elijah, being sent to the Wadi Cherith 
for a meeting with Zarephath a widow, who has been commanded to feed 
him. Upon his arrival, Elijah finds the widow to be an unlikely source of 
hospitality, since she is short of food and is actually preparing for her own 
death and that of her son, because of the famine in that area. In fact, her 
response to his request for a little water and a morsel of bread, results in 
her issuing a statement that is not what he expected: “as the Lord Your 
God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar and a little 
oil in a jug. I am now gathering sticks for a fire so that I can prepare a meal 
for myself and my Son, that we can eat it and die." Elijah responds telling 
her not to be afraid, to make a little cake for him and then for herself, for 
God promises that the jar of meal will not go empty and the jug of oil 
will not fail. The widow is given new hope that nullifies her original death 
sentence.

How can we reflect on this story during the Advent season and our own 
level of concerns when facing difficult decisions and changes to our usual 
way of living? Most of us are not facing starvation or dying because of lack 
of food. Certainly there is the possibility of a death from the Covid-19 virus, 
certainly we may face a shortage of items in the market, certainly our jobs 
have been affected perhaps causing diminishing resources which could 
affect the number of presents under the tree, and we have an unknown 
future with probably more negative changes. So, what message can we 
take from our scripture as we plan to celebrate the great gift of God’s son? 

To me, it seems I need the story to reinforce the fact that God does not 
forget his people and knows every problem they are trying to resolve. He 
reaffirms to me that the jar will never be empty because I have a God who 
cares about me to the extent that he notices the loss of every sparrow. 
Once again God gave his people a promise from the outside, from Elijah, 
that the gift of salvation and relief will come. I think that maybe God is 
telling me and maybe you that he needs us outside people to tell his 
promises over and over again. It is a certainty that he is our road of hope 
always.

Almighty God of us all, Father of us all, Creator of us all, who 
unselfishly gave us Jesus to teach us the lessons of life. Be with us in 
the glory of this season and also in the trials of our present time. Help 
us to truly believe your promises and not worry but know that you 
will keep every one. Jesus confirms that many times in our lives and 
we pray thankfully for his presence, for his love for his caring about 
us. Help us to celebrate this Christmas as we have done in the past, 
without regarding our individual situation, but knowing our jar will be 
filled with whatever we need. And all God’s people say AMEN.

tuesday
December 15

1 Kings 17.8-16

Roy Krasse



Jonah
What can a wayward prophet like Jonah teach us about advent? During this season of the church 
year, we are waiting to celebrate again the coming of Jesus, born of Mary, to earth. Although some 
Jews were expectantly awaiting God to intervene on earth through a messiah in those days, for most 
it was a distant hope. But they should have remembered how God cared for His people—time and 
time again He acted on their behalf, keeping His promises. 

Jonah knew what God was like, not only because of what he had been taught, but also by what he 
saw God do in Nineveh: “I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and 
abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.” Jonah was angry—really angry—that 
God was gracious to people who he believed didn’t deserve His compassion. Jonah’s perspective 
was that only faithful Jews deserve to experience God’s love. God is always full of surprises. The 
first advent was filled with "the undeserving" hearing the gracious Good News and seeing it unfold 
before them—shepherds from the fields, wise men (non-Jews from the East). Our God who abounds 
in love was blessing undeserving people at Jesus’ first advent. In the same way, as we patiently 
wait for our Lord Jesus to come again, God is eager to bless us—undeserving, sometimes angry, 
often self-centered people—by showing us grace. He alone can fill our hearts with the life changing 
compassion we so desperately need.

Advent 2020 18

Jonah and the Whale | Pieter Lastman | 1621

wednesdayDecember 16
Jonah 3.1-4, 4

Bill Henderson

Almighty God, we praise you that you are 
a gracious and compassionate God. We 
know that you are slow to be angered and 
that you abound in love toward humankind. 
As we wait during this advent season, as 
we struggle with our sins and doubts, help 
us to have confidence that you care for us 
more than we can even imagine. We wait 
patiently in hope and with expectation. 
AMEN.
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In the book of Esther, the King of the Persian Empire has passed a law allowing all of the Jews in 
the kingdom to be killed. Esther, who is secretly a Jew, has been chosen for her beauty to be the 
Queen of the land. In this passage, Esther is afraid to ask the King to reverse the law to kill the Jews. 
Anyone who goes to talk to the King is automatically killed unless he chooses to spare their life.

In verse 14, Esther's cousin Mordecai says Esther's current unlikely position as Queen may have 
been divinely arranged specifically so she would be in the position to save the Jews in this way. 
Though the book of Esther never mentions God directly, Mordecai's faith in God's plan and 
protection is clear every time he speaks. Esther's answer is that the Jews should all fast and she says 
she will "go to the King, even though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish." Esther has gained 
courage from the faith of Mordecai and has realized that she is indeed part of God's plan. She is 
willing to risk her life to do the next right thing. 

Are you, like Esther, being asked to courageously step out and do something God has asked you to 
do? Or, like Mordecai, are you being asked to be a voice of wisdom to others, showing them your 
faith in God's plan even in tough times? Or are you, like the Jewish community, being asked to fast 
and pray and support others who are making tough choices, even though you don't know how it will 
all end?

Lord God Almighty, show me the path in life that has gotten me to this point. Help me to see 
what I have learned along the way, and how that can be a help to others on a similar path. 
Give me the courage to step out and make a difference in the world, bringing comfort and the 
message of Jesus to others. Amen. Kevin Ware
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Long lines in the market drive 
me nuts. If at all possible, I look 
for the self-check-out lanes. 
However, in this time of the 
pandemic, with so many people 
having lost their jobs, I have 
made it a common practice to go 
to real people to help me check 
my groceries. It’s one small way I 
be can supportive. But long lines 
irritate me. I hate to wait.

Where is it in your life that 
waiting is hard? Do you, like me, 
try to cut the waiting time short? 
Do you look for a better way, a 
shorter solution? How patient are 
you when the time seems to drag 
on? Do you begin to question 
that the given pathway, so dark 
and long, is even the one you 
want? Maybe it’s not the answer 
at all. Maybe you are even going 
in the wrong direction to find the 
end.
 
Waiting is hard. Answers are 
not always dropped in our laps. 
Solutions are not always within 
our grasp. Sometimes we just 
have to wait. Sometimes what’s 
out there, what’s been promised, 
is coming but we don’t know how 
or when. Sometimes, faith helps 
the waiting seem right. We just 
have to wait.  

I acknowledge my impatience, 
Lord. I lift to you my desire 
to fix things to my liking, in 
my time. Show me, today, 
the moments that you are 
encouraging me to wait for 
the best answer, the true 
solution, the unfolding of your 
exceptional Love prepared for 
me. Amen.

I will take my stand at 
my watchpost 

and station myself 
on the tower, 

and look out to see 
what he will 

say to me, 
and what I will 

answer concerning 
my complaint.

And the Lord 
answered me: 

Write the vision; 
make it plain on tablets, 

so he may run 
who reads it. 

For still the vision 
awaits its appointed 

time; 
it hastens to the end,

it will not lie. 
If it seems slow, 

wait for it; 
it will surely come; 

it will not delay. 
Behold, 

his soul is puffed up; 
it is not upright 

within him, 
but the righteous 

shall live by his faith.W
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friday

Mary Ann Jones
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Shellie Ware

saturday
December 19

Luke 1.5-25

Elizabeth&Zechariah
Scripture tells us that Zechariah and Elizabeth were descendants of Aaron, the Jewish line of the 
priesthood. They were “righteous in the sight of God, observing the Lord’s commands and decrees 
blamelessly.” They were also childless, which at the time was taken as a sign of God’s disfavor. 
It must have been perplexing and painful to long for a child, knowing that they were following 
God with all their hearts, and likely facing shame and silent (or not so silent) judgment from their 
community. Yet they continued to serve in faithfulness, waiting on God.

It is at the end of this waiting, when Elizabeth and Zechariah could have given up, that God chooses 
to speak and act. Harkening back to Abraham and Sarah in Genesis, God’s blessing comes through 
this unlikely older couple to bring into the world a child who “will be a joy and a delight” and who 
“will be great in the sight of the Lord.” 

Let us not give up hope as we wait faithfully for God to speak and act in our lives and in our world. 
With Elizabeth and Zechariah, as well as numerous other times in scripture, great moves of God are 
preceded by simple acts of obedience. Let us continue to pray, to seek, to serve, knowing that God 
uses this faithfulness to do amazing things at just the right time. 
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Kevin Ware

John the Baptist, the 
slightly older cousin of 
Jesus, lived much of 
his life in the deserts of 
Judea. He dressed and 
lived like Elijah, the Old 
Testament prophet, and 
took his mission from God 
very seriously. 

John the Baptist's mission 
was to declare that "the 
kingdom of heaven has 
come near." What did he 
mean? For hundreds of 
years, the Jews had been 
quietly working to find 
ways to live that would 
bring them closer to God. 
Now, John came telling 
them that heaven was 
instead coming closer to 
them. The God of heaven, 
in fact, had come down 
to live with humanity for a 
time in the life of Jesus. 
 
John's message to repent 
and be baptized was 
not a message of cruel 
judgement, but rather an 
invitation for people to 
be cleansed and purified 
from their sins so they 
would be ready to meet 
with and serve God. This 
baptism was a welcome 
and joyous solution 
to being separated 
from God. As we share 
the good news of the 
coming of Jesus with 
the world this Christmas 
season, remember that 
Jesus came to welcome 
everyone back home to 
be with him. This message 
was only a problem for 
the pompous leaders of 
the time who thought 
they were already good

enough to be with God. 
Anyone who is willing 
to come to Jesus, turn 
from their mistakes, and 
be cleansed, will find a 
new life of deep joy and 
freedom. We, like John 
the Baptist, are called 
to tell others about this 
wonderful invitation.
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Messiah Jesus, thank you for 
living here on earth for time to 
personally invite humanity to 
come home to you. We have 
made mistakes and turned away 
from you in the past. Now, we 
want to return to you humbly and 
learn your ways in our lives. Give 
us courage to be messengers to 
spread your joyful invitation to all 
this season. In the powerful name 
of Jesus, Amen.

John
theBaptist
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Mary receives a visit from the angel, Gabriel. He has come to tell her that the Lord is with her, that 
she has found favor with God, that she will conceive and bear a son, and that she is to name him 
Jesus! 
 
Her response is like one struggling to put pieces of a puzzle together. Mary said to Gabriel, “How 
can this be since I am a virgin?” He replied that the Holy Spirit would come upon her and the power 
of the Most High would overshadow her. 
 
Enough to take her breath away! But wait, there’s more. Her relative Elizabeth, who was said to be 
barren, has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. Gabriel then tells Mary “nothing will be 
impossible with God.”
 
Emmanuel, God with us. An angel sent by God, a virgin favored by God, the engagement of the 
Holy Spirit, and a divine plan conceived by God! Pieces of the puzzle are starting to come together. 
Mary’s response: “Let it be with me according to your word.”

Dear Lord, 
let it be with me 

according to your Word! 
Open our ears 

that we may hear. 
Open our eyes 

that we may see. 
Open our hearts 

to receive You Lord, 
your Word, 

and your divine plan 
for our lives! Amen. 

mondayDecember 21
Luke 1.26-38
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Joseph. "Being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame" is the spare description we have. 
I know you weren't perfect. You were flawed like all of us. But your two actions in this text speak 
volumes. First, you showed compassion toward Mary. It was likely an arranged betrothal. I wonder 
if you grew up knowing her. What a bitter disappointment it must have been to discover what 
seemed to be her unfaithfulness, yet you put those feelings aside and put Mary's welfare first. That 
was classy. Then crazy things happened. An angelic appearance in a dream. The child is special, a 
savior, perhaps...the Messiah.

Second, you obeyed God. In my commentary it says you obeyed like Old Testament heroes…”even 
when it went beyond all human common sense.”* You believed the angel messenger was for real.  
You believed Mary was innocent of betrayal. You married her, then showed self restraint so she 
would remain a virgin until after the birth, just as the Torah prophesied. You believed you were 
asked to be a part of this amazing story of God stepping into history. And you humbly obeyed. You 
named him "Jesus," just as the angel asked. Jesus, Yeshua, “God is salvation.” I smile to think that 
you must have remained this just, compassionate, obedient and faithful man as Jesus grew. He had 
a good father in heaven and on earth. Thank you for your example.

*The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament
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Laura Abate

tuesdayDecember 22
Matthew 1.18-25

Dear God, thank you for choosing people like 
Joseph, flawed and ordinary, but with potential 

for compassion, humility, obedience, and love 
through faith in you. Thank you for choosing this 

young couple of modest means and earnest hearts 
to be your earthly family. May we be as open and 

trusting and compassionate. Amen.
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What’s a birth without an announcement? And who deserves the very best announcement ever 
made?

In ancient times (well, modern times too) royal births would spark great public celebration. But not 
that of Jesus. His announcement, while glorious, went to a very limited audience: certain shepherds 
outside town.  

Not only did they represent poor working classes; these men were smelly, dirty, and mainly quite 
young. Certainly not in a mood for rejoicing: night is when predators prowl, when rustlers rustle.  
Indeed, when the heavenly messenger appeared, the shepherds were sorely afraid. I remember a 
young mom, an Iraq war veteran, who stood with me in that very same field outside Bethlehem, 
describing how night terror feels.

But their initial fear gave way to good news, amplified by celestial song. God was inviting these dirty, 
stinky fellows to come, see our Savior in (where else?) a feeding trough. As if the newborn was truly 
kin to them. As if he might be destined to become the greatest Shepherd of all. Or else, the Lamb of 
God….

Jesus, tender Shepherd, hear me. Bless thy little lamb tonight. In the darkness, be thou near 
me. Keep me safe till morning light. Amen. Pastor Ted Wright
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At last, the lines are all converging. God weaves together 
disparate threads.

Caesar Augustus, the first Roman emperor, orders a 
general census. He wants it both for taxation purposes 
and military conscription. Normal king stuff. His appointee 
Quirinius, the legate of Syria, is supposed to make it all 
happen. While this name raises an historical problem 
when compared to Matthew’s Gospel, I find it ironic that 
two famous Romans—rich, powerful, and pagan—play 
important roles, albeit unwitting, in the arrival of One who 
will thoroughly outshine them.

Jewish expectation, based on Micah 5.2-4, insists that 
the Messiah (Son of David) must come from David’s 
city: Bethlehem. But how will God bring Mary, who is 
already pregnant by the Holy Spirit, sixty miles south 
from Nazareth to deliver there? Answer: through Joseph, 
her betrothed husband—who traces his lineage back to 
King David. Joseph has been summoned to his ancestral 
home on account of the census, so they decide to travel 
together.  

The stage is now set: right location, right pedigree.  
And what a stunning juxtaposition between big worldly 
notables and the humble heroes of God!

PS. Spoiler alert: the Bible never says that Mary traveled 
aboard a donkey. Nor does it say that she was nine months 
along. Verse 6: It came to pass while they were there that 
the days of her birthing were fulfilled. (My translation.) 
Careful reading reveals the absence of details: [a] when 
the couple first left Nazareth, [b] the time of year, [c] how 
they traveled, [d] where exactly she gave birth, or even 
[e] whether it happened in daytime or night.

Pageants, movies, carols, and creche scenes all speak 
loudly where God’s word is silent. But in our eagerness 
to make the story memorable, are we possibly sacrificing 
truth? I suggest a little more silence on our part. Beyond 
our reassuring rituals lies this mystery: the eternal Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us!

Child of Bethlehem (“house of bread”), man of 
Jerusalem (“city of peace”): You have loved us without 
limit or condition, in our pride and in our folly, in our 
virtue and our misery. Renew we pray, your gifts within 
us—so that we, too, may become bread and peace for 
others; through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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We are here. We have arrived. Our advent journey has led us to a most inauspicious place. A quiet 
place, in some ways. A noisy place, in others. But mostly, a rough-hewn place in which to be born, to 
begin anew, to bring about the dawning of a new day, a new era, a new world.

fridayDecember 25
Luke 2.6-21

Pastor Kim Jackson
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BirthThis story, this truth, this calling would be formidable enough for the oldest of sages, the most 
weathered of beings. For a baby and his bewildered parents, it is unthinkable. And yet, for those 
witnesses visited by the angels, entrusted with such a wondrous secret, it is a time for complete and 
utter joy. For he is here. The Messiah. The One promised for such a long, long time. And we lowly 
shepherds get to watch him grow up. We learned magi get to wait for news as his ministry begins. 
We, each and every one of us, get to ponder everything he says. We get to marvel at everything he 
does. We get to wrestle with the way his life, and his death, unfolds. 

But, all of that awaits. Now, in the wake of such a breathtaking entry, we get to consider. What do 
we give in response? How do we express our thanks? What do we do? How are we to be? What is 
worthy enough for this wee one? 

May God help us to live into the advent of God’s arrival in our world, and the advent of God’s return 
to restore God’s creation. Come, Lord Jesus, Come. Amen.


